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INTRODUCTION

Axillary wounds are caused by penetration
of a sharp object like trees, fences, gates and
usually do not involve the thorax (Laverty et.al.,
1996). Marked subcutaneous emphysema
develops because the wound tissue becomes a one
way channel for air and as the horse moves the air
progressively accumulates in soft tissues. The
trapped air may migrate through fascial planes with
potential to cause pneumothorax, (Hance et.al.,
1992).

CASE HISTORY AND TREATMENT

A kathiawari horse aged about 3 years was

presented with a complaint of swelling throughout

'Assistant Veterinary Officer, *Veterinary officer, Bangalore Turf
Club Limited, No.52, Racecourse road, Bangalore.

Fig.1. Diffusely swollen head and body
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Fig. 2. Penetrating wound in the axilla

Tetanus toxoid was given initially and
gentamicin was given intravenous at 6.6mg per Kg
body weight once daily along with metronidazole
at 25mg per Kg orally four times daily and penicillin
sodium at 22000 LU. per Kg body weight
intravenously twice daily. Phenyl butazone was
given at the dose rate of 2.2 mg per Kg
intravenously once daily was administered for ten
days.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The clinical symptoms as observed in the
current case were also reported by Laverty et.al.,
(1996), Hassle (2007). Axillary wounds were found
associated with subcutaneous emphysema and
predisposing to pneumothorax that was not
observed in this case. Stall rest was advised to avoid

further accumulation of air and continued until
recovery. Surgical closure of the wound was not
considered as reported by Marble et.al., (1996),
Joellugo (2006) and Florent David et.al., (2008).
Antibiotic impregnated gauze was well tolerated
by the horse and following which the horse
recovered without any respiratory complication.
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BEST SCIENTIFIC PAPER AWARD OF INDIAN VETERINARY ASSOCIATION, KERALA

Indian Veterinary Association, Kerala has decided to give best scientific paper awards annually
for the best papers published in Journal of Indian Veterinary Association, Kerala from the year 2012.
The awards will be for a best Clinical paper and a best Research paper. The award consists of a citation
and a cash award which will be distributed in the Veterinarians Annual Convention.
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